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WANA 2026 will be held in Wheeling, WV, October 16-17. This email is filled with
information about WANA 2026, and | have tried to keep it as reader-friendly as
possible.

REGISTRATION, ACCOMODATIONS, AND SOCIAL MEDIA

Registration is $145 for members and $170 for non-members. (It costs just $25
to join WANA for a full year.) Register here:
https://writersassociationofnorthernappalachia.org/

If you are playing on staying in Wheeling for the conference, there are many
hotel options at different price ranges and a few Airbnb/VRBO properties. You
can find a list of local hotels on the WANA website:
https://writersassociationofnorthernappalachia.org/?page_id=1395

We have been sharing conference session descriptions and presenter bios on
our Facebook page, so if you are wanting to learn more about each session,
please follow us here:
https://www.facebook.com/WritersAssociationofNorthernAppalachia

FRIDAY NIGHT’S EVENTS
Friday night’s reading and open mic will be held at Esoterica, which is a
co-operative community space and lounge located at 2153 Main Street,


https://writersassociationofnorthernappalachia.org/
https://writersassociationofnorthernappalachia.org/?page_id=1395
https://www.facebook.com/WritersAssociationofNorthernAppalachia

Wheeling, WV. The bar opens at 6:00 pm. We will open the conference at 6:45
pm. Sitting is limited.

Food & Drink Options at Esoterica

Attendees can purchase wine, beer, and non-alcoholic beverages and a limited
variety of foods, including pepperoni rolls, charcuterie boards, and other small,
handheld foods. If you need a bigger meal that evening, please consider dining
at any of the many restaurants throughout the city. A list of recommended
eateries appears on our website:
https://writersassociationofnorthernappalachia.org/?page _id=1724

Parking at Esoterica
There’s plenty of street parking near Esoterica, and there are two parking lots

near the building.

Signing Up for the Open Mic

We will have limited spots for the Open Mic, otherwise, it will go on into the wee
hours of the morning. Each writer has just two minutes, so if you plan to read,
please time your work beforehand. Out of respect for other readers and the
audience, if you go over your time, we will cut the mic. Sign ups will be on site
immediately after the celebratory reading (around 7:45 pm) and will end after the
slots are filled. Good Open Mic etiquette means if you plan to read your work,
you should be present for the entire Open Mic to be an audience for other
writers.

SATURDAY’S EVENTS

All of Saturday’s events will be held in Wheeling Park in two buildings: the White
Palace and Wheeling Country Day’s Middle School. They are about 500 feet
apart from each other, up a gentle sidewalk. We will also be using the park itself
as a writing laboratory for the environmental writing workshops.

Accessibility
The White Palace has an accessible elevator on the side of the building that can

transport persons into the building and up to the second floor. The Middle School
has a ramp on the side of the building towards the back. Both will be labeled from
the sidewalk. The Middle School is all one floor.
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Parking at Wheeling Park

Wheeling Park has a large parking lot with accessible spaces right next to both
conference buildings. The final event of the conference, the Post-Conference
Send Off, will be held at Schwertfeger Shelter, which is about 700 feet from the
White Palace. If you don’t want to walk to the shelter from the White Palace,
parking is available via a driveway that runs to the shelter and in front of the
shelter on the main road out of the park. Be sure to park as close to the fenceline
as possible.

Wheeling Park Amenities

The White Palace was built in 1926 and was recently renovated to celebrate its
100th birthday. It's a large, beautiful building where we will hold the keynote
address, the exhibit halls (we have two this year!), and sessions. It has
accessible bathrooms on both the first and second floors.

The White Palace is also home to Cafe 1925, which sells Starbuck’s coffee,
pastries, and other small food items, like pre-made salads and pepperoni rolls.
The lines there can be long during an event, so plan ahead and use their
pre-order app. (It is posted on the counter, and it will be on the program.) Cafe
1925 offers indoor and outdoor seating, if you want to take a break between
sessions. In addition to Cafe 1925, the White Palace features plenty of
comfortable seating for conversations or break time.

The park itself is a wonderful Wheeling gem with plenty of park benches, picnic
tables, adirondack chairs, and other places to sit and write or enjoy the company
of other attendees. It boasts a lake, a small waterfall, a bandstand, small
amphitheater, mini-golf course, playground, and plenty of walking trails over its
406 acres.

Wheeling Country Day School (WCDS) Middle School

At just 500 feet from the White Palace, WCDS Middle School will be host to
many of our sessions throughout Saturday and where lunch will be served. The
building has three main rooms, which will be set up classroom style. The building
has restrooms and places to sit outside.




Food and Drink Options

The only food and drink options at Wheeling Park are offered by Cafe 1925. If
you prefer not to order the catered lunch, then you will need to bring your own
food or drive out of the park. Our allotted lunchtime is one hour.

Option #1: Catered Lunch ($16—can be chosen at registration)
Our buffet lunch this year will be catered by Midge’s Kitchen. We cannot take
individual orders, but here’s what you can expect:

e An assortment of sandwiches, including roast beef and Swiss on rye with
horseradish mayonnaise, chicken salad with lettuce and tomato on
brioche, turkey club wraps with bacon, tomato, lettuce, onion, and herbed
mayonnaise, caprese with mozzarella, tomato, pesto, and lettuce, roasted
chickpea salad sandwiches on gluten-free bread

e Side dishes: roasted potato salad and Japanese cucumber salad with rice
vinegar and sesame.

e Desserts: molasses cookies and gluten-free brownies

e Bottled Water, Assorted Soft Drinks

Option #2: SOME Locally-Owned, Off-Site Lunch Options (with distance to the
park)

Closest to Wheeling Park

Patsy’s Pizza, Ohio Valley—style pizza (no indoor seating), 0.5 mile
Uncle Pete’s Restaurant, American food, sandwiches, 1.2 miles

Los Bajitos Mexican Restaurant & Grill, 1.3 miles

Hangover BBQ, smoked meats, sandwiches, and homemade sides, 1.4
miles

DeFelice Pizza, pizza, sandwiches, and Italian food, 1.5 miles

e The Alpha Tavern, burgers, sandwiches, wings, 1.7 miles

Note: Many other options exist, such as fast food and chain restaurants. To see a
more complete list, see our website:
https://writersassociationofnorthernappalachia.org/?page_id=1724
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WANA will provide coffee and tea service in one of the buildings Saturday.
Please bring your own containers to make our event as environmentally-friendly
as possible.

Vending at the Exhibit Hall

We are delighted to have a larger-than-ever exhibit hall this year. We will be able
to feature individual authors/artists for just $25 and non-profit organizations for
free. Since the exhibit hall is open to the public, and features tables for
socializing between sessions, we hope to have plenty of foot traffic.

The final day to submit a vendor application is September 20. Given that we try
to balance the types of vendors and offer items and services we think our
conference goers will enjoy, not all vendors who submit applications will be
accepted. All vendors will be notified September 21.

Selling Your Books at the WANA Table

Some of you would rather attend sessions than sit at a table in the exhibit hall all
day, and we understand that, so we will be selling members’ books again this
year. If we have your books already, you don’t need to do anything. Otherwise,
please bring your books to the WANA table on Saturday morning. Our book table
manager will take an inventory of your books, including price and quantity. WANA
keeps just $1 per book sale to cover our transaction fees.

WANA Swag

Last year, we introduced our new logo and branded mugs. This year, the mugs
are back, along with wine glasses and t-shirts. Please stop by and check out our
new gear.

Post-Conference Send Off at Schwertfeger Shelter
Join us for the Post-Conference Send Off at Schwertfeger Shelter immediately

after the conference from 5 pm-7 pm. WANA will provide some snhacks and
non-alcoholic beverages. Feel free to bring beer or wine. We imagine this time as
one last chance to get together and unwind before we all head home. We’d love
to hear your thoughts on the conference and on where we might go next year.
The shelter has accessible restrooms, picnic tables, and a fireplace.



Volunteering at WANA 2026

We always need volunteers to help make the conference a big success. If you
can give us a half-an-hour to an hour of your time, we would love to have your
help. We need volunteers to put up signs, sell books and merch at the WANA
table, clean up after lunch, provide tech support, assist vendors with finding their
tables and setting up their booths, set up for the open mic, and so much more. If
you are interested in volunteering on Friday or Saturday or both, please let us
know: fisanick@pennwest.edu.

We can’t wait to see you in Wheeling!

Christina & Damian
WANA Leadership Team

Jody DiPerna
WANA 2026 Program Chair
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